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Documentation of the Scene





Crime Scene Photographs

July 20, 1993



Latent Lift from Eyeglasses



















Electronic Mail, Chat 
Room



•Phone numbers
•Names
•E-mail
•Text messages
•Voice recorder
•Credit Cards
•Bank Records

•Images
•Deleted images
•Fax
•Copier
•Printer







Forensic Evidence 
on Human Body

Transient Evidence
Conditional Evidence
Pattern  Evidence
Transfer  Evidence
Associate Evidence



















PENNY SERRA CASE

On July 16, 1973 Penny Serra was 
murdered in Macy’s Parking Garage 
in New Haven.  Four suspects were 
developed through witness 
identification and police 
investigation.  None of them were 
prosecuted due to lack of evidence.  
30 Years later Mr. Grant was 
identified and convicted of the 
killing through re-examination of 
DNA and Fingerprint evidence.
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Documentation
Collection
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Evaluation
Examination
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Presentation
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Scene
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Court
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Time ? Working ?Condition?

Transfer (Trace) Evidence

Blood TissueFiberHair

Human

Victim

Human, Body Gray Nylon Skin

Suspect?Suspect
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Methods of Enhancement





Imprint Evidence
Condition                          Type                        2-D or 3D ?     

Blood          Tissues       Fibers        Hairs       Soil     Debris  

Identification

Documentation

Suspect Known Comparison Forensic Analysis

Individualization

Enhancement



















Willimantic Padilla Case

11 years old Angelica Padilla was last seen 
Delivering news paper in the afternoon of 
August 13, 1998. Her body was found in a 
wooded area behind The Forster Drive 
housing complex next day. She dead of blunt 
force trauma. Her throat has been slashed. 
After two weeks of intensive investigation, 
Torres, 29 yrs old, was arrested and charge 
for the crime.
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AGING CONTUSIONSAGING CONTUSIONS

• Red-blue to Purple 
• Blue – Brown 
• Green – Brown 
• Green – Yellow 
• Yellow – Brown 
• Tan 
• Yellow 



















STANDARD PROCEDURE

PEER  REVIEW

ASCLD ACCREDITATION

CERTIFICATION







Forensic Scientist

ProsecutionProsecution

DefenseDefense

CourtCourt MediaMedia



Different OptionDifferent OptionDifferent Option

Reasons for ModificationReasons for ModificationReasons for Modification











Montana Melnikoff
West Virginia    Zain
Louisville Gregory
Cleveland Green
Oklahoma Gilchrist

Lessons from History
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Traditional Forensic Identification

• Fingerprint
• Palm print 
• Bullet & Casing
• Tool marks
• Shoeprints
• Footprint

• Bite marks
• Lip print
• Ear print
• Hair comparison
• Handwriting
• Signatures







Examination of Evidence

Recognition      
Documentation  
Enhancement
Comparison
Individualize    
Reconstruction



















1: 1,000,000,000,000 ?

















• Crime Scene Evidence vs Laboratory 
Evidence

• The Nature & Types of Physical Evidence
• The unique issues with forensic evidence
• Inclusion, Exclusion & Consistent with 
• Degree of Similarity
• Product Rule: P = P1 x P2 x P3 …..
• Speculation, Logic deduction or Scientific fact
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